Prosthetic vascular graft infection.
The aetiology, diagnosis and management of prosthetic vascular graft infection are reviewed. The importance of contamination at the time of surgery as the crucial aetiological factor is highlighted. Staphylococcus epidermidis is the causative organism in over 50 per cent of cases and the reasons for this are explored. Sound surgical technique, use of prophylactic antibiotics and the avoidance of a groin incision are emphasized as the most important factors in prevention of graft infection. Difficulties of diagnosis are highlighted and the diagnostic role of various imaging methods is assessed. Graft excision with extra-anatomic revascularization is presented as the conventional surgical solution, while the roles of less radical surgical solutions and non-operative management are discussed.